Kitrick Fynaardt: Statement of Teaching Philosophy
	My goal as a teacher is to create an environment for my students to explore and enjoy. I always want my classroom to be full of questions, discussion, and curious minds. Too often, mathematics is reduced to a rote task of memorizing formulas and question archetypes; Instead, I want to open the door to mathematical thinking and let my students look around for themselves and decide what they find interesting. Of course, mathematics always builds upon itself, so there are concepts my students must eventually learn in my class before they can move onward and upward. Thus, my duty as a teacher is to guide my students and their curiosity toward such ideas and concepts that will help them in their future classes, careers, and life.
	It is a common trap for educators to assume that every student will approach school in the same way; perhaps the same way the educator themselves approached school. That is why I consider it critical to treat every student as an individual and offer unique instruction in whatever ways I can. My lectures may become more informal to deal with student questions, my office hours may expand to fit schedules, or I may switch from typed notes to written notes if students need more time to process. Another strategy I employ is what I call “tuning the homework.” If students are asking good and insightful questions on certain topics, I will change their next homework to include more questions related to such things, to encourage them to dive deeper and work out the problems on their own. Similarly, if students are struggling with a specific topic or formula, I will add more introductory problems concerning that concept that ramp up into a challenge problem. By the time they have worked through the simple examples I hope they can tackle the challenge. It is important to me that students receive as much of an individualized learning experience as possible, so their education feels like their own. 
	There are few things more crushing than feeling stupid. If you think a whole room is looking at you because you made a mistake or got something wrong, it can ruin a class period, or even a whole day. That is why I try my hardest every day to make sure my students never feel stupid. When I ask for answers in the middle of class, I always ask if someone would “like to take a guess” so there is less pressure. I always embrace and draw attention to my own mistakes on the board so that my students understand that mistakes happen. When I correct a student’s work or their thinking, I am careful to remind them that math takes practice, and being wrong does not make you stupid. It is crucial to me that my students never feel stupid in my class because that is the quickest way to stifle a learning environment. 
	Fostering a growth mindset is another priority that often tops my list, both in myself and my students. As an educator, it is a disservice to my students to always use the same notes, strategies, and examinations. Knowing that I can constantly grow as a teacher is a reminder to look objectively at each class period and ask what could be better. How could these notes make things clearer? How can I explain this topic to fit many different ways of thinking? Is this assignment evaluating what needs to be evaluated? These are questions I use to improve over a semester and hopefully over many years. Possibly more important than my own introspection, I am quick to ask senior educators and my supervising instructor what they recommend. I strive to learn as much as possible from more experienced teachers, for the sake of teaching my students.
	More than anything, I hope that students leave my discussions and classes with a growth mindset for learning math. I want them to know that math takes practice, attention, and focus, but they can learn anything if they put their minds to it. I hope they leave my classroom confident in themselves and their study practices, ready to tackle the next challenge, even if it takes practice and hard work.
